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We live our lives according to the 

calendar year, the fiscal year, the 

Christian year but for the vast ma-

jority of people, the “real” new year 

starts when summer vacations end 

and school is back in session. This 

month we kickoff a great new year 

at St. John’s.  

In this issue, you meet Ryan Pender-

graph, and his wife, Kim, and three 

children. You will love them! Ryan 

loves Jesus and helping others be 

disciples. He is smart and insightful 

and wants to do as much as he can 

to help us as quickly as possible. 

We’ve also included the job 

description created by SPRC 

for the new position he will 

be serving in: Minister of 

Discipleship. 

Kickoff Week will begin 

Sunday will be August 27. 

That day we will have 

Blessing of the Book Bags 

for students (all ages) and 

educators so plan to be here 

and invite your friends and 

teachers. You may have al-

ready noticed information 

on FAN: Faith, Activity, and Nutri-

tion. Bitsy Pickens and her team 

have been working all summer on 

what that ministry should look like 

at St. John’s and they will be hosting 

a kickoff dinner and program on 

Wednesday, August 30. Children, 

youth, and adults will all love Fred-

die, our special guest that night. 

The following Sunday, September 3, 

is Labor Day weekend and in wor-

ship we will look at how faith re-

lates to our lives in ways that makes 

our “labor” holy. That will be the 

first Sunday of a new series, Mak-

ing Life Matter.  

The SHIFT small groups will be fin-

ishing up in the next few weeks. 

Throughout the summer they have 

been praying, studying, sharing, 

and sending in weekly summaries 

of their meetings. How fantastic is it 

that so many people are involved in 

designing the vision of St. John’s! 

On August 25 -26, the Task Force 

will take their weekly summaries 

and demographic information and 

develop that into a 2- to 5-year 

ministry plan for our church. Please 

continue to be in prayer that we 

will see God’s vision clearly and 

pray that you will see your role in 

bringing this vision to reality for us. 

We have so much to celebrate. Let’s 
all commit to taking advantage of 
the opportunity this new season 
brings and to share what we love 
about being a disciple of Jesus at St. 
John’s UMC.   

Joyfully, 

Kitty 

We are so excited to welcome Ryan 

and his family to St. John’s!   

Ryan has been serving in student 

ministry for 17 years serving in 

churches large and small. He current-

ly serves as Director of Student Min-

istry at Covenant UMC in Greenville, 

SC. A native of Richmond, VA Ryan 

enjoys being outdoors and seeing 

things and places that have been 

around a long time, figuring out the 

story behind them. When he has his 

pick of things to do, Ryan usually 

finds himself outside on a trail or 

path with his wife of 16 years, Kim, 

and their three kids. 

We asked Ryan a few ques-

tions as a way of introducing 

him to everyone and here are 

his responses... 

Do you have pet? Cat? Dog? 

Miniature horse?  We have a 

German Shepherd named 

Justice. He is seven years old, 

small for a GS and loves to 

go running with Kim. He is 

always looking out for our 

kids. I have had an affinity 

for GS’s since near birth 

when my grandfather found 

“Mandy” chained and ne-

glected, he rescued her and 
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gave her to my parents. Mandy was 

with me through middle school and 

always had a watchful eye on my 

brother and I.  

If you were not in this line of work 

what would be your second choice 

for a career path to him.   Ministry 

can be tough so I’ve had that 

thought many times J, but I think it 

would come down to teaching/

coaching or some sort of leadership 

development path. But sports jour-

nalism would be of interest too. 

What do you do for fun?  

I LOVE to travel and the more 

spontaneous and random the travel 

the better. I’ve always enjoyed sports 

both participating and spectating. 

But the last several years being out-

doors with the family particularly on 

hikes have become my favorite. 

Can you sing tenor?   I have a 

HUGE appreciation for musicians, 

my wife Kim is an amazing trumpet 

player, my daughter Myra is learning 

piano, our oldest Jacob is mastering 

the trombone, our youngest, Josiah 

loves to sing... I on the other hand 

am the most musically challenged 

person you will ever meet! 

Who was your favorite teacher and 

why?  Kenny Lewis, my 11thgrade 

History teacher, Mr. Lewis had 

made history come alive and made 

the lessons from history practical for 

my everyday live. I still have a strong 

interest in American History today 

because of his influence. 

What was your book when you were 

growing up? As a young kid, my 

grandmother exposed me to CS 

Lewis’ The Chronicles of Narnia. I 

had no idea how the story would 

eventually come full circle in my 

life. As an adult Lewis’ other writ-

ings have profoundly impacted my 

life and ministry.  

What kinds of music do you like?  

Rock & Roll!  As a child of the 

eighties, U2 had huge impact on me 

and taught me the power of words; 

how you say things matters as much 

as what you say.  

What is something you think you 

might like to learn to do? Fly air-

planes, truthfully, I would like to go 

into space/orbit but that seems a bit 

of a stretch. 

If you could go back to the begin-

ning of your ministry (or another 

particular age – you choose), what 

would you tell your younger self?  

Take care of yourself, not in a self-

ish way, but to protect my heart and 

the gifts God has given me. 

How did you meet Kim?   Kim 

moved to my hometown, Richmond 

VA, for grad school and started at-

tending the church I was a member 

of. We became part of the same 

peer group, developed a strong 

friendship and eventually began da-

ting… the rest as they say… is history. 

She is undoubtedly the single great-

est gift on this earth God has given 

me. 

What do you like to do with your 

kids?   Read to them, be with them, 

laugh at them, have them laugh at 

me. 

What do you want to be written on 

your tombstone?   “Its too late to be 

scared.”, no seriously, That “I lived 

and loved well”;  Its my prayer that 

will be the case.  

What’s the first thing you will do 

when you get to heaven?  I have no 

idea. I know that sounds ridiculous 

for a “minister.” Really, I just want it 

to be on earth as it is in heaven and 

that’s my focus in ministry. The mo-

ment I get to be fully present with 

Jesus, wherever it is, will be heaven.  

When do you feel closest to God? 

In a small circle of trusted friends, 

or sitting on the edge of a cliff over-

looking the ocean.  People and crea-

tion are what God uses to speak to 

me.  

When did you experience a call to 

parish ministry?  Ever question if 

you heard correctly?  What gives 

you most satisfaction in your minis-

try?   In my early twenties on a mis-

sion trip to Romania, I had an expe-

rience that caused me to wrestle 

with the idea of vocational ministry. 

And yes, it’s been a wrestling match, 

many times I have questioned my 

calling, especially as I was first hear-

ing and discerning it. I get excited 

when I see someone embrace serv-

ing in an area that causes them to be 

stretched in comfort and grow spirit-

ually.  

What attracted you to St John's - 

why even apply for our position? 

That’s quite a story for me, but the 

short version is that in recent 

months I have developed a passion 

to see discipleship reimagined and 

rebirthed in the local church. As I 

began to get to know Dr. Holtzclaw 

and some of the members at St. 

John’s, it became clear this church is 

on a similar journey. I quickly 

gained respect for the leadership 

here, their love for the people they 

serve was obvious and inspired me. 

I’m excited to be part of what’s next 

at St. John’s and partnering with you 

and the Holy Spirit in “Making life 

Matter” for the people of Anderson. 

 

Please see the next page for the  job 
description created by SPRC for the 
new position he will be serving in: 

Minister of Discipleship. 
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St. John’s United Methodist Church  

Job Description 

Title:   Minister of Discipleship          

Hours:    Full Time to include Evening and Weekend responsibilities 

Hiring Body:  Staff Parish Relations Committee                     

Supervisor:  Senior Minister  

 

Desired Skills 

1. Profess the Christian faith and feel a calling to serve in the local church 

2. Proficiency in Biblical knowledge and Wesleyan theology 

3. Be a caring servant leader who lives with high moral and ethical character 

4. Ability to self-motivate; organize, prioritize, work, teach and lead effectively without supervision   

5. Ability to connect positively with people of all ages and groups of all sizes 

6. Ability to cooperate, be respectful, and team well with others in an office environment 

7. Desire to be a productive, contributing member of the local community 

8. Good written and verbal communication 

9. Proficiency in the use of computer hardware, software, and social media 
 

Responsibilities: 

1. Continuously represent and promote the mission of the United Methodist Church to Make Disciples of Jesus Christ for 

the Transformation of the World 

2. Implement and assimilate a strategic, comprehensive Discipleship Ministry for all constituent groups that will deepen 

individuals’ faith in Jesus Christ and include:         

 a. An assessment of the strengths and weaknesses of the current program      

 b. A long-term plan that transitions the existing program to a more effective, consistent, faith-based ministry that is 

 invitational, instructional, relational, and engages participants of all ages in serving     

 c. A model for the budgeting and employment of appropriate educational resources     

3. Provide enthusiastic leadership and guidance to chairs and their committees involved in Discipleship Ministries 

4. Provide passionate recruitment, training, support, and resources to church staff and lay and volunteer leaders who serve 

in the Discipleship Ministries of children, youth and adults 

5. Eagerly participate in discipleship activities on and off of the church campus, teaching and leading when appropriate  

6. Consistently inform and engage the congregation and community regarding discipleship activities through social media 

and the effective use of an online calendar  

7. Foster an environment of direction and inclusion for small groups with regard to Bible studies and other Discipleship 

Ministries 

8. Create, organize and promote a route for prospective and inactive members to participate fully in the discipleship pro-

cess and in ways that will help them become active, committed members of the congregation 

9. Provide Discipleship guidance to the director, staff, children, and board of the St. John’s Child Development Center 

and provide ongoing means for CDC families to grow in faith and become involved in the life of the congregation  

10. Administer, monitor and insure adherence of the St. John’s Safe Sanctuary Policy  

11. Assist the Stewardship Committee in the creation of a spiritually-based culture for the faithful offering of tithes and 

gifts by the congregation and community 

12. Assist the Nominations Committee in the identification and inspiration of new and experienced educational leadership 

existing in the congregation and community 

13. Ably partner with and support the Senior Minister in the performance of worship or other Christian ministries  as re-

quested 

14. Be a vocal advocate of the ministries and programs of St. John’s United Methodist Church at all times throughout the 

community 
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We are excited that a new year 
will begin on August 27th!! Not 
only is it a new year but also a 
new theme! Our theme will be 
Straight Outta Down-
town.  You may have noticed 
that we have already started 
with a mission project by col-
lecting items for Clean Start. 
We will continue with mission 
projects throughout the year 
and yes you guessed it they 
will be around downtown. We 
hope to learn about our com-
munity and ways we can help 
and include our community in 
our worship as we learn how 
to be more like Jesus. As al-
ways everything we do will 
have a purpose but you know 
it will be fun too! Finally we 
will have t-shirts!!!  Our format has changed but we will still meet at the 
same time 5:45 - 7:30. We will learn more about being a Methodist from 
some of our church members. Our Bible studies will be Straight Outta the 
Bible! In trying to join our community more we will have a Mission for 
most months. Of course there will be fun trips and activities. Stay tuned 
and check your calendar for fun events.  As always, I love you! Julie 
August events:  August 20th:  tubing in Asheville                                     
August 27th:  Straight Outta Downtown kickoff 
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The St John's Happy Group will be meeting Tuesday, 
August 8, 2017 at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall.  
Dinner will be served at 5:30.  We'll be enjoying a 
meal of Sliced Pork Roast, Sweet Corn, Roasted Seasonal Vegetables, Garden Salad, Rolls, 
and Dessert. 
 
Providing our entertainment this month is "Sorelle".  These three altos met in the community 
choral group, Foothills Chorale, and for 8 years have put their heart and soul into performing 
as a trio.  Their motto is "So much music ... So little time."  Their music thus includes any-
thing from spiritual and country to hits from the 50's, 60's, 70's and beyond. 
 
Members will be called or emailed for reservations.  Guests not attending with members 
please call Dick Franklin or Portia Franklin at 864-642-9698 for reservations.  Reservations 
are due by Friday, August 4, 2017. 

Don’t miss our 

FAN kickoff dinner 

& program on 

Wednesday,        

August 30th      

at 5:45 p.m.    

Children, youth, 

and adults will    

all love Freddie, 

our special guest 

that night.  
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The CDC has had an awesome Summer this year!  
 

August is a very busy month for the Child Development Center. We have many ac-

tivities planned and the first day of school will be here before you know it.  
 

With the new school year arriving, we are going to celebrate with a “Back to School 

Bash.” The children will get to play on large inflatable water slides and enjoy a re-

freshing treat.  
 

Another exciting event that the CDC is going to host is an 

“Eclipse Party.” On Monday, August 21, 2017, people across the 

United States will see the sun disappear behind the moon result-

ing in a Total Solar Eclipse. The Eclipse will stretch all the way 

from South Carolina to Oregon. Anderson happens to be in the 

pathway for this unforgettable experience. The CDC has invited 

all of the parents to come and watch this spectacular event with 

their child. We have ordered special eyeglasses to view this phe-

nomenon to protect our eyes. 
 

The new school year starts the day after the Eclipse and we are 

so excited to meet our new students and welcome back our previ-

ous students.  
 

The first day of school is always such an exciting experience for all chil-

dren and teachers. The first day of school brings new notebooks, pencils, 

crayons, and backpacks; as well as new clothes, shoes, and a fresh haircut. 

The children will walk into their new classroom looking for a friendly face 

and sit down at their new desk.  
 

The day will begin and they will meet their new teacher and friends. They 

will learn their new routine, eat lunch, and a few tears might fall at nap-

time. After drifting off to sleep, they wake up to a yummy snack and play-

time. Soon after, the children are eager for their parents to pick them up 

so they can tell them about their wonderful day.  
 

With the new school year, the CDC Staff prays for very few tears, smiling faces, and a safe environment for all 

of the children in the world. We pray that all children will receive encouragement, patience, and love.  
 

Every child is a story yet to be told…  

 

BUDGET FUND 
In memory of Bud Farmer 

Wesa & Bill Neely 

In memory of Louise Pat Martin 

Joyce Griffith 

In memory of Nancy Bobo 

Gerry & Julie Davis 

In memory of Nancy Webb 

George & Ann Sullivan 

 

GOOD SAMARITAN 
In memory of Donna Sage 

  Darrell Sage 

In memory of Nancy Webb 

Joyce Griffith 
 

HAPPY GROUP  

PROGRAMS 
In honor of George & Ann       
Sullivan 
 Margaret Scoggins King 

RENOVATIONS 
In honor of Salkehatchie         
Volunteers 
 Jake & Mary Rowell 
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Sunday
M

onday
T

uesday
W

ednesday
T

hursday
Friday

Saturday

1
2

3
4

5

C
hurch O

ffice H
ours

7:30a M
en's Breakfast, T

he M
eeting Place

M
onday through T

hursday: 9-5 p.m
. 

10:00a Staff M
eeting, O

steen B
ldg.

11:00a St. John's C
lothes C

loset O
pen

Friday closed at noon.
1:30p H

appy G
roup E

xecutive M
tg.

6:00p Shift Sm
all G

roup, Parlor (N
ile's) 

 C
losed during lunch (12-1 p.m

.)
O

steen Bldg.
6:00p Shift Sm

all G
roup, Picken's H

om
e

O
ffice: 864-224-6563

 E
m

ail: stjohns@
stjohnsanderson.com

6:00p Shift Sm
all G

roup, Parlor (A
nderson's) 

B
ulletin info is due by 5:00p

6            H
oly C

om
m

union
7

8
9

10
11

12

9:15a  Shift Sm
all G

roup, R
m

. 318
7:30a M

en's Breakfast, T
he M

eeting Place

9:15a  Sunday School
10:00a Staff M

eeting, O
steen B

ldg.
11:00a St. John's C

lothes C
loset O

pen
10:00a Y

arn C
ircle M

tg., C
hurch L

ibrary

9:45a C
hancel C

hoir R
ehearsal

11:00a C
D

C
 C

hapel

10:00a  C
offee &

 C
onversation, Parlor

2:00p C
ircle 5 M

tg., Parlor
2:00p Bridge C

lub, C
hurch L

ibrary
2:00p C

ircles 1&
2 M

tg. C
om

bined, Parlor

10:30a M
orning W

orship, Sanctuary
6:00p Shift Sm

all G
roup, Parlor (N

ile's) 

6:00p Shift Sm
all G

roup, A
lbergotti's H

m
5:30p H

appy G
roup, Fellow

ship H
all

6:00p Shift Sm
all G

roup, Picken's H
om

e

6:00p Shift Sm
all G

roup, Parlor (A
nderson's) 

B
ulletin info is due by 5:00p

13
14

15
16

17
18

19

8:20a Instrum
ental R

ehearsal, Sanctuary
7:30a M

en's Breakfast, T
he M

eeting Place

9:15a  Shift Sm
all G

roup, R
m

. 318
10:00a Staff M

eeting, O
steen B

ldg.
11:00a St. John's C

lothes C
loset O

pen
Fellow

ship H
all R

eserved D
C

M

9:15a  Sunday School
6:00p Shift Sm

all G
roup, Parlor (N

ile's) 

9:45a C
hancel C

hoir R
ehearsal

6:00p Shift Sm
all G

roup, Picken's H
om

e

10:00a  C
offee &

 C
onversation, Parlor

10:30a M
orning W

orship, Sanctuary
6:00p Shift Sm

all G
roup, Parlor (A

nderson's) 

6:00p Shift Sm
all G

roup, A
lbergotti's H

m

Journal info is due by N
oon

B
ulletin info is due by 5:00p

20             B
aptism

 Sunday
21

22           First D
ay of School

23
24

25
26

9:15a  Shift Sm
all G

roup, R
m

. 318
7:30a M

en's Breakfast, T
he M

eeting Place

9:15a  Sunday School
10:00a Staff M

eeting, O
steen B

ldg.
11:00a St. John's C

lothes C
loset O

pen
SH

IFT
 FO

R
W

A
R

D
 W

E
E

K
E

N
D

SH
IFT

 FO
R

W
A

R
D

 W
E

E
K

E
N

D

9:45a C
hancel C

hoir R
ehearsal

10:00a U
M

W
 G

eneral M
tg., Parlor

11:00a C
D

C
 C

hapel
D

esign the V
ision

D
esign the V

ision

10:00a  C
offee &

 C
onversation, Parlor

2:00p Bridge C
lub, C

hurch L
ibrary

6:30-8:30p
9:00a-6:00p

10:30a M
orning W

orship, Sanctuary
6:00p Shift Sm

all G
roup, Parlor (N

ile's) 

Y
outh T

ubing T
rip after W

orship
6:00p Shift Sm

all G
roup, Parlor (A

nderson's) 6:00p Shift Sm
all G

roup, Picken's H
om

e
A

nnual C
hoir R

etreat - A
ll D

ay

6:00p Shift Sm
all G

roup, A
lbergotti's H

m

B
ulletin info is due by 5:00p

27     B
lessing of the B

ookbags
28

29
30

31

9:15a  Shift Sm
all G

roup, R
m

. 318
7:30a M

en's Breakfast, T
he M

eeting Place
W

E
D

N
E

SD
A

Y
 SC

H
E

D
U

L
E

9:15a  Sunday School
10:00a Staff M

eeting, O
steen B

ldg.
9:30-11:00a F. H

all R
eserved for D

S
6:00p C

hildren's C
hoir (G

r.1-5), C
hapel 

9:45a C
hancel C

hoir R
ehearsal

11:00a St. John's C
lothes C

loset O
pen

6:00p Y
outh G

roup, F.A
.C

.

10:00a  C
offee &

 C
onversation, Parlor

5:45p FA
N

 E
vent, Fall K

ickoff
6:00p 411 Faith &

 L
ife, R

m
 411

10:30a M
orning W

orship, Sanctuary
6:00p T

rustees M
tg., O

steen B
ldg.

W
ednesday E

vening - (see schedule)
7:00p C

hancel C
hoir, Sanctuary

B
ulletin info is due by 5:00p

Youth &
 411 Faith &

 Life A
lternate w

eeks

A
U

G
U

ST
 2017

St. John's U
nited M

ethodist C
hurch, A

nderson, South C
arolina                                                                                                                                                                            M

ission of the M
onth: M

eals on W
heels - R

obert K
ing Jr.

(Frequent changes are m
ade to the m

onthly calendar.  Please check the w
eekly calendar in the Journal &

 Bulletin for confirm
ation of events.)


